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Welcome to St John Payne

Most of the focus thus far in Year 11 has rightly
been directed in ensuring that the best possible
grades are achieved at GCSE. Yet making the
decision about which Sixth Form to attend after the
GCSE examinations is an important one and it gives
us great pleasure to introduce you to our Sixth
Form through this prospectus.

The Sixth Form at St John Payne is a vibrant

place and we have an outstanding record of
academic attainment that enables our students

to successfully access a range of future pathways
including university, apprenticeships and
employment. We are rightly proud of our post
16-provision. The Sixth Form is academic in its
focus yet offers a broad range of A Level subjects to
meet the personal interests and ambitions of our
diverse student body. We are delighted to be able
to offer A Level Photography from September 2018
along with a number of other Level 3 qualifications
such as the Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended
Certificate in IT and Applied Science. In addition,

the details for the vocational Business Studies
course we will be offering will be available in
January 2018 in time for our Open EveningWe

are committed to providing our students with

the highest quality teaching in the best possible
facilities and to that end, we are looking forward to
the opening of our new Sixth Form building in the
Autumn of 2017, a dedicated learning environment
that will be second to none.

The biggest change from studying in the Main
School to the Sixth Form is that we expect
students to take a greater responsibility for their
own learning. Throughout their time with us, the
students are supported to develop the mature
independent study skills that enable them to
manage their time effectively so that they meet the
considerable demands placed on them through
their studies. Students are progressively given more
autonomy and independence with this to prepare
them for university.

Our extra-curricular and pastoral provision is crucial
in helping our students develop into well-rounded
individuals that are ready to make a contribution to
society upon leaving school. Students naturally play
an active part in the wider life of the Sixth Form

and the School and we place much emphasis on
this with students encouraged to lead as Jesus did,
through service.

Thank you for your interest in our school. Whether
you are currently studying with us or elsewhere,
we look forward to working with you to find the
right curriculum that enables you to achieve your

potential.
A - ‘1’-——
Mr A. Schular Mr R. Wilkes

Headteacher Head of Sixth Form



A Level reforms and
our curriculum

Our Sixth Form is traditional in the sense that we
offer an academic programme based on A Levels
with a small number of other Level 3 qualifications.
Fundamental reforms of A Level examinations
started in September 2015 with the government
abolishing modular examinations in some subjects
and returning to linear assessment at the end of a
two year course.

By September 2018 all the A Level subjects offered
at St John Payne will have been reformed and
therefore students will not have the opportunity
in any subject to re-sit modular examinations

and will need to revise two years of work for the
examinations that take place at the end of Year 13.

In addition to these changes made by the
government, we have made the decision that we
will not be offering AS qualifications to students
(with the exception of AS Mathematics) unless they
indicate that they no longer wish to continue with a
subject into Year 13.

Students will have access to over 20 A Levels or
equivalents which means that students can choose
subjects that best suit their abilities, aspirations and
academic interests. Students are expected to select
3 A Levels and there is the opportunity to study

a fourth A Level, where appropriate, with Further
Mathematics counting as a fourth A Level. The
school is also able to offer students an opportunity
to complete the Extended Project Qualification
which is designed to complement our core
provision. This project is very much like a university-
style dissertation which not only affords students the
opportunity to study in an in-depth way in an area
of academic interest, but also lays firm foundations
for effective study at university.

In addition, students who do not achieve a Grade

4 or 5 in English and Maths at GCSE will be offered

a one year re-take course to gain a good pass in
these subjects. All students also have compulsory RS
education, delivered either as weekly lessons or as a
number of enrichment days throughout the year.




Entry Requirements for A Level

In order to gain entry into the St John Payne Sixth Form all students must achieve a minimum of 42 points from their
best 8 GCSE subjects. This is calculated as follows using the numerical grades: Grade 9 = 9 points, Grade 8 = 8 points,
Grade 7 =7 points etc. and is the equivalent to 6 Grade 5s and 2 Grade 6s.

In addition, a student must also meet the following subject-specific entry requirements detailed below.

Subject

Level 3 Certificate in Applied
Science

Art & Design

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Computer Science
Economics

English Language

English Literature

French

German

Geography

History

Law

Minimun Entry Requirements

Grade 6 in GCSE Additional Science
or 2 Grade 5s in GCSE Biology,
Chemistry or Physics

Grade 5 in GCSE Art

Grade 6 in GCSE Biology OR Grade
7 in GCSE Additional Science

Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or
Grade 7 in GCSE Additional Science

Grade 6 in GCSE Computer Science

Grade 6 in GCSE French

Grade 6 in GCSE German

Grade 6 in GCSE Geography

Grade 6 in GCSE History

GCSE English and Maths
Requirements

Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 5 in GCSE English and Grade
5 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics
Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 6 in GCSE English Language
and Literature

Grade 6 in GCSE English Language
and Literature

Grade 5 in English Language
or Literature and Grade 5 in
Mathematics.

Grade 5 in English Language
or Literature and Grade 5 in
Mathematics.

Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language or Literature and Grade
5 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language
or Literature

Grade 5 in English Language or
Literature

Subject

Mathematics (A Level)
Mathematics (AS Level)
Further Mathematics

Music

Photography

Physics

PE

Psychology

Religious Studies - Philosophy &
Ethics

Sociology

Technical Level 3 Extended
Certificate in IT

Design & Technology - Product
Design

In addition, please note the following:

Minimun Entry Requirements

Grade 6 in GCSE Music

Grade 5 in GCSE Art and Design is
advantageous but not essential

Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or Grade 7 in
GCSE Additional Science

Grade 5 in GCSE PE Theory and a
grade 5 in GCSE Additional Science

Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or Grade 7 in
GCSE Additional Science

GCSE ICT would be advantageous
but not essential.

Grade 5 in GCSE Graphic Products or
Resistant Materials

GCSE English and Maths
Requirements

Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics
Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics
Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics

Preferably with a Grade 5 in both
GCSE Mathematics and English
Language or Literature

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language
or Literature and Grade 5 in GCSE
Mathematics

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language
or Literature

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language
or Literature and Grade 5 in GCSE
Mathematics

We will not include a GCSE grade in a modern foreign language as part of the total points score if the language is a student’s native

tongue.

For subjects like Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer Science and Economics there might be some flexibility with the Mathematics
entry requirement of a Grade 6. This will depend on the student’s individual circumstances and they should consult with the relevant
Head of Department as soon as possible after GCSE results day to discuss this.
For students who have studied with us in Year 11, if you do not achieve the minimum entry requirement but wish to apply for special
consideration for entry into our Sixth Form then you must contact the Headteacher in writing for your case to be considered.
The School reserves the right to not offer a student a place in the Sixth Form even if they meet the entry requirements if their general
conduct, behaviour for learning and attitude have been a cause for concern in Years 10 and 11.



Sixth Form Life

The school encourages its sixth formers to become
independent learners and meet the considerable
demands placed upon them as A Level students.
Throughout their time in Year 12, if a student does
not have a lesson then they complete private
study under supervision in Bosco Hall. Students are
expected to spend at least 15 hours per week on
their studies in addition to the time they spend in
lessons and as a result, we have found that these
study arrangements are an excellent way to help
students develop the positive habits that enable
them to manage their time effectively. In Year 13
the students have more freedom and can study in
a number study spaces that include the Library and
a Computer Suite that is exclusively for the use of
Sixth Form students.

Beyond their academic studies, students are
encouraged to take an active part in the wider

life of the school. After two terms in Sixth Form,
students are invited to serve the school community
by applying for positions as students leaders. We
have a structure of Head Boy and Girl, Deputy
Head Boy and Girl, as well as Chaplaincy Leaders
and House Captains. These posts hold significant
responsibilities across our school community

and provide the perfect platform through which
students can develop their leadership potential. In
addition, students are also given the opportunity
to be Senior Prefects in Year 12, sit on the House
Council and support departments.

In addition, the Sixth Form has strong links with
Columbus College and School, a local school for
students with a wide range of disabilities. Students
can volunteer to offer classroom support on a
weekly or fortnightly basis which has proved
mutually beneficial for both schools. Year 12
students are also given the opportunity to act as
mentors and form buddies, supporting Year 7 and 8
students individually and in tutor groups.

Academic Progress and Monitoring

Progress is closely monitored through day-to-day
contact with tutors and with subject teachers.
Each term the students have a mentoring session
with their form tutor to discuss their academic
performance, progress to date and future
aspirations. These conversations are based on the
tracking data that is generated three times a year
which is also communicated with parents. This
forms part of a strong student tracking system
which leads to timely intervention to ensure that all
students achieve their potential at the end of their
time with us.

Beyond 18

Our dedicated Beyond 18 programme ensures
that every student is given the best possible
support to help them make decisions about their
future, regardless of whether they wish to apply to
university, an apprenticeship or enter the world of
world.

St John Payne has a strong tradition of students
leaving Year 13 and going on to university. On
average, 80% of our leavers go on to Higher
Education each year, and the students are carefully
guided through the whole application process that
starts in the summer of Year 12. Support is readily
available from the form tutors as well as the wider
Sixth Form team to ensure that the students submit
the very best university application that they can.
In addition, the students are actively encouraged
to attend the Open Days and Higher Education
fairs that are organised by individual universities
and UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service) so that they can make informed decisions
about their future.

Careers guidance is also available for those students
who wish to undertake an apprenticeship, gap

year or enter the job market. Individual careers
interviews with an independent advisor can be
arranged and are invaluable in helping some of our
sixth formers make decisions about their future. This
is very much in keeping with our aim that every
student will leave in Year 13 equipped for the next
stage of their lives, whether it is further education,
training or employment.




How to apply

Stage 1: Open Evening

Our Sixth Form Open Evening will take place on Wednesday 10th January 2018. This evening provides
an excellent opportunity for all students to learn more about our Sixth Form including the courses we offer.
Further details can be found on our school website.

Stage 2: Making an application

Current Saint John Payne Students will complete two application forms in the Spring Term. The First
Application Form will register their interest in our Sixth Form whilst the Second Application Form allows them
indicate the subjects they would like to study at A Level based on the timetable that will be in place for the
next academic year. Further details will be shared with the students immediately after the Open Evening but
the final deadline for the First Application Form will be 4pm on Friday 9th February.

In early to mid-February, students will also be given an opportunity to meet with current Sixth Form students
to gain a student perspective on the subjects we offer.

External Students should complete the application form contained within this prospectus and return this
to the school by 4pm on Friday 9th February.

The application form should be returned to: Mr R. Wilkes, Head of Sixth Form,
St John Payne Catholic School, Patching Hall Lane, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 4BS

Stage 3: Informal Meetings

Both current St John Payne students and external applicants will be invited to attend a short individual
meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership or Sixth Form team to discuss their application and to
receive further guidance on their subject choices. These meetings will take place in March and April. External
Students will receive a formal letter explaining whether we will be offering them a place in our Sixth Form.
They will need to let us know if they accept the offer at this stage. All current SJP students are offered a place
in our Sixth Form providing they meet the entry requirements set out in this prospectus and they have
demonstrated good behaviour throughout Years 10 and 11.

Stage 4: GCSE Results Day

Current Saint John Payne Students: For those students who have indicated that they will be returning
to the Sixth Form at St John Payne, you will need to formally confirm that this is still your intention by
completing the Third Application Form by Thursday 31st August 2017 (TBC).

External Students: Once you have received your results, if you wish to accept the provisional offer of a place
in our Sixth Form then you will need to complete the External Student Application Form by Thursday 31st
August 2017 (TBC) to indicate your intention to formally accept this offer.

Stage 5: September Enrolment

All students who have accepted their provisional offer of a place in our Sixth Form will be invited to formally
_enrol and sign up for their A Level subjects on the first day of term in September.

.
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Application Form for External Students

For use by students who are not currently studying at St John Payne Catholic School.

All current Year 11 students at St John Payne will be given a separate application form shortly after

the Open Evening in January.

Please complete all sections in BLOCK CAPITALS.

Personal Details

Forename(s) Surname

Gender DOB Ethnicity

Permanent Home Address

Home Telephone Number Mobile Number

Email

Current School

Full name and address of current or most recent school

Examinations already taken

Subject Level e.g. GCSE, AS Year Grade

Examinations to be taken in 2018

Subject Level e.g. GCSE Year Predicted Grade

Volunteering and Employment

Please provide a summary of any part time work, volunteering or work experience you have been involved in
to date.

A Level Subject Choices

‘

4. / Reserve




Personal Statement

Please explain why you wish to study the subjects indicated above at St John Payne. If possible, you should
link your explanation to your future aspirations e.g. university and career intentions. In addition, we are also
interested in your current hobbies and interests.




A Level Art & Design

Examining Board: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirements: At least a grade 5 GCSE in Art and Design. It would also be preferable for them to have a grade 5
in GCSE English Language or Literature.

Synopsis of content

This qualification is designed to foster the development of critical and reflective thinking with an understanding of
The course consists of a Personal Investigation which is worth 60% of the final grade. This incorporates a portfolio of
development work and outcomes based on themes and ideas developed from personal starting points. Students
are also expected to produce a personal study which is evidenced through critical written communication showing
contextual research and understanding in a minimum of 1000 words of continuous prose, which may contain
integrated images.

The final component is the Externally Set Assignment (ESA) which is worth 40% of the final grade. This allows students
opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written
observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s)
in response to an externally set theme.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Personal Investigation. Three major elements:
Supporting studies
Practical work

Personal study.

60% of total grade.
Internally assessed.
Externally moderated.

Externally Set Assignment Supporting studies leading to a 15

hour timed practical examination.

40% of total grade.
Internally assessed
Externally moderated.

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed throughout the course. Students
should expect to work independently, take part in group critiques, visit galleries and research artists’ styles and
techniques using the internet.

Subject Combination Art combines well with any other subject offered within the Sixth Form. However, because of
the nature of the subject it does combine particularly well with English Literature, Psychology, Photography, Design and
Technology and Computing.

University/Vocational destinations and careers The Art and Design industry is most easily accessed through a
relevant degree. There are plenty of prestigious universities who offer degree courses in the Arts and these are generally
accessed through an interview where a portfolio of the practical work completed at A level must be presented.

Candidates may often find that they are offered unconditional places if successful at interview. Potential careers include
architecture, animation, games designer, theatre and costume design, fashion and jewellery design, graphics design,
photography, interior design, illustration, advertising and web design.

A Level Biology

Examining Board: AQA

Entry Requirements: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or Grade 7 in GCSE Additional Science, and a Grade 6 in GCSE

Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

The A level Biology syllabus builds upon the concepts and skills that have been developed in the new GCSE science
specifications. The course is split into eight sections which provide an insight into the working of the Human body and
how organisms interact with their environment.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Content Overview

Any content from tropics 1-4

including relevant practical skills.

1. Biological molecules

2. Cells

3. Organisms exchange substances
with their environment

4. Genetic information, variation
and relationships between
organisms

Any content from topics 5-8

including relevant practical skills.

5. Energy transfer in and between
organisms.

6. Organisms respond to change
in their internal and external
environment

7. Genetics, population, evolution
and ecosystem.

8. The control of gene expression

Any content from topics 1-8
including relevant practical skills

Assessment Details

Written examination

91 marks

2 hours

35% of the qualification

Written examination

91 marks

2 hours

35% of the qualification

Written examination
78 marks

2 hours

30% of the qualification

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed throughout the course. Students
will carry out the required practical work throughout the course to develop their laboratory skills. Students have the
opportunity to work independently or in groups.

Subject Combination The Biology course complements the other Sciences offered in the Sixth Form, especially
Chemistry. In addition, Biology is often chosen by those students taking Mathematics, PE, Geography and Psychology.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Many past students have gone on to use the skills acquired on
their Biology course to study medicine, veterinary science, environmental science, biochemistry, nursing and other

science related courses.



A Level Business Studies

Examining Board: OCR
Entry Requirements: Grade 5 in English Language or Literature and a Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

The course aims to develop a critical understanding of organisations, the markets they serve and the process of adding
value. This involves consideration of the internal workings and management of organisations and, in particular, the
process of decision making in a dynamic external environment.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Component 1 Operating in a local business Multiple choice, data response and
environment extended answers based on an
unseen case study.
2 hours examination
80 marks
33.3% of the A Level

Component 2 The UK business environment Mixture of short and essay questions
based on an unseen case study.

2 hours examination

80 marks.

33.3% of the A Level

Component 3 The global business environment Essay questions based on an unseen
case study.
2 hour examination
80 marks
33.3% of the A Level

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning approaches are used to help the students develop skills such
as data analysis, problem solving and essay writing. These include independent research, group work, presentations,
debate and discussion.

Subject Combination This subject combines well with virtually all courses on offer in the Sixth Form but is particularly
well matched with Law and ICT. Students are advised to seek advice if they are considering taking Business Studies and
Economics.

University/Vocational destinations and careers These transferable skills can be used within any subsequent
course of study. The subject is particularly useful for anyone considering a career in management, accounting,
financial services, banking, marketing or human resources and learner progressing into a managerial role within any
organisation.

A Level Chemistry

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or Grade 7 in GCSE Additional Science, and a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

The Chemistry syllabus will appeal to those students who enjoyed the subject in Years 10 and 11 and want to find

out more about how Chemistry affects all of our lives. Chemistry is based on experiment and a proportion of the
course is devoted to practical work. Chemistry is an exciting but very demanding subject that requires logical thought
processes and the ability to apply knowledge to new situations. Students wanting a career in medicine, forensics or
pharmacology are usually required to have Chemistry at A Level.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details
Paper 1 Relevant Physical chemistry topics Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level Inorganic chemistry 105 marks
Relevant practical skills 35% of A-level
Questions
105 marks of short and long
answer questions
Paper 2 Relevant Physical chemistry topics Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level Organic chemistry 105 marks
Relevant practical skills 35% of A-level
Questions
105 marks of short and long
answer guestions
Paper 3 Any content Written exam: 2 hours
30% of A-level Any practical skills 90 marks

Questions

40 marks of questions on
practical techniques and data
analysis

20 marks of questions testing
across the specification

30 marks of multiple choice
questions

Teaching & Learning Chemistry is fundamentally an experimental subject. Within this specification there are
numerous opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with the essential
practical skills they need. During the course students will complete 12 required practical’s as part of the assessment.
There are also numerous opportunities for independent learning and working out concepts using logic and problem
solving skills.

Subject Combination The Chemistry course compliments the other sciences well, especially Biology as it can explain
some of the processes that happen in living things. There is a significant mathematical content in the course and
students ought to be competent in the handling of algebraic equations and graphs.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Many past students have gone on to use the skills acquired in
their chemistry Level at university studying chemistry, biochemistry, medicine, veterinary science, pharmacology,
forensics, and other science courses.



A Level Computer Science

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 in Computer Science and Maths.

Synopsis of content

The course consists of a programming paper that is assessed online where students extend a predefined piece of code;
paper 2 is a theoretical paper that assesses student’s understanding of computer science concepts. The non-exam
element is a programming project undertaken by the student in a language of their choice.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Paper 1 This paper tests a student’s On screen examination.
ability to program as well as their 2 hour 30 minutes.
theoretical knowledge of computer  40% of the qualification.
science from the following areas, Students answer a series of short
fundamentals of programming, questions and write/adapt/extend
data structures, algorithms, theory programs. Preliminary material will be
of computation and systematic issued (a skeleton program available
approaches to problem solving. in each of the programing languages)

and, where appropriate, test data, for
use in the exam.

Paper 2 This paper tests the student’s ability ~ Written examination.
to answer questions from the 2 hour 30 minutes.
following areas, computer systems, 40% of the qualification.
computer organisations and
architecture, consequences of the
uses of computing, communication
networks, fundamentals of
databases, big data and functional
programming.

The non-exam assessment Practical task undertaken in class.
assesses a student’s ability to use 75 marks.

the knowledge and skills gained 20% of the qualification.

through the course to solve or

investigate a practical problem.

Non — examined assessment

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning approaches will be used, including independent learning
and programming, group work, peer programming, use of IT, decision making, abstraction and decomposition of
problems.

Subject Combination Math , ICT, Sciences.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Computer Science prepares students for many of the courses
available at university including computing, software, engineering, business and computing or computing graphics/
animation, amongst others. Career possibilities include computing, analysis, computer programming, animation,
medicine, law, business and many more.

Design and Technology - A Level Product Design

Examining Board: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or Grade 7 in GCSE Additional Science, and a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

Students will be required to apply both knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials and processes used
in product design and manufacture. They will be required to develop an understanding of industrial and commercial
practices which are applied to the designing and manufacturing of products and appreciate and anticipate the risks
associated with them. Students will need to have a good working knowledge of health and safety procedures.
Students will continue to develop their knowledge of the use of ICT and systems and control, including modern
manufacturing processes, and they will be expected to understand and demonstrate how these might be applied in
the design and manufacture of products.

Students will need to be aware of the important contribution that key historic movements and figures have on design
thinking and how they provide inspiration for present and future designing.

Issues of sustainability and the environment together with mathematical and scientific principles are an important part
of designing and developing new products. Students will be expected to be able to demonstrate the ability to consider
and apply these principles when considering their own designs and the work of others.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Component 1 - Principles of Design
and Technology (50% of the
qualification)

Component 2 - Independent Design  Component 2 will cover:
and Make Project (50% of the |dentifying opportunities for
qualification) design
Designing a prototype
Making a prototype
Testing and evaluating designs
and prototypes

Teaching & Learning
Subject Combination
University/Vocational destinations and careers Any Design related university degree course, Engineering

— Mechanical/Electrical/Structural, Design Draughtsperson, Technician, Advertising, Product Design, Production
Engineering, Interior Design, Materials Science, Industrial Design, Graphic Design.



A Level Economics

Examining Board: OCR
Entry Requirements: No prior knowledge of Economics is assumed; however, students must have achieved at least a
grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics as 20% of the marks will require quantitative skills.

Synopsis of content

The study of Economics emphasises the importance of economic issues in a modern industrial society and seeks to
encourage the development of a basic economic competence which will help to prepare the student to play a full part
in society.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Component 1 - microeconomics From a base of microeconomic theory, it will Written examination.
enable students to discuss and evaluate how well

this theory explains our observations in the real

world. The theoretical workings of the free market

provide a useful starting point for explanation and

analysis. Imperfections and market failures provide

a lead into discussing the merits and drawbacks

of government intervention and the usefulness of

theory in explaining observations taken from the

real world of economics.

Component 2 - macroeconomics This component will provide students with

the technical and analytical tools required to
understand how the macro economy functions on
both the domestic and global levels. The course
encourages students to adopt a critical approach
to their study of policy through understanding the
limitations and conflicts that they present. Policy
approaches are also considered in a historical
context to understand how macroeconomics has

changed over time.

Component 3 -Themes in
economics.

The assessment of this component will be
synoptic in nature and will draw on content from
both the microeconomics and macroeconomics
components, applied to particular themes.

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning approaches are used to help the students develop skills such
as data analysis, problem solving and essay writing. Students should expect to undertake independent research, make
presentations and work collaboratively to debate and discuss a variety of economic theories.

Subject Combination This subject combines well with virtually all courses on offer in the Sixth Form. It is an excellent
bridge between the arts and sciences and compliments Geography, History and Mathematics. Students are advised to
seek advice if they are considering taking Business Studies and Economics.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Economics is a well-regarded A Level and prepares students for
further study or a career in finance, banking, insurance, accounting and other City-based occupations.

A Level English Language

Examining Board: AQA

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in both English Language and Literature.

Synopsis of content

Students will study develop their skills of analysis of spoken, written and multi-modal texts through the study of key
linguistic frameworks. The course covers the study of child language development and language change as well as
language diversity topics such as language and gender, language and occupation and regional and national variation.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

Component 1
Section A - Textual Variations and
Representations

Section B - Children’s Language
Development

Component 2
Section A - Diversity and Change

Section B - Language Discourses

Component 3

Content Overview

Analysis of two texts (one
contemporary and one older text)
linked by topic or theme.

A discursive essay on children’s
language development.

An evaluative essay on language
diversity or language change.

Analysis of two texts about a topic
linked to the study of diversity and
change.

Directed writing task
A language investigation (2,000
words excluding data)

A piece of original writing and
commentary (1,500 words total)

Assessment Details

Paper 1

40% of total A Level
(100 marks)

2 hours 30 minutes

Paper 2

40% of total A Level
(100 marks)

2 hours 30 minutes

Non-exam Assessment
20% of total A Level
(100 marks)

Teaching & Learning Students will be expected to read widely and research the relevant language topics and
theories in preparation for the examination and coursework components. They are regularly assessed and encouraged
to reflect upon the feedback they are given, in order to develop their skills as analytical writers. Students are expected
to offer ideas and opinions through class discussion and debate. The coursework offers students the opportunity to
select their own topics depending upon areas of personal interest.

Subject Combination Philosophy and Ethics, English Literature, Sociology, Psychology, Law, History

University/Vocational destinations and careers Students who study English Language at A level often go on to
study English Language, Linguistics, English Literature, Law, Philosophy and Ethics, Sociology, Psychology, other Arts/

Humanity related subjects at University.

Possible career choices linking to this subject include Teaching, Linguistics/Lexicography, Speech therapy, Journalism,
Publishing, Advertising/Marketing and Law.



A Level English Literature

Examining Board: OCR
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in both English Language and Literature

Synopsis of content
Students will study a variety of texts, ranging from Shakespeare to modern day and contemporary writers. Study
encompasses all genres and gives students ample opportunity to read widely.

Content Overview
Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details
Component 1 Shakespeare 2" hour written
Drama and poetry pre 1900 examination
Closed text
60 marks
40% of total A level
Component 2 Close reading in chosen topic area 2Y4 hour written
Comparative and contextual study from chosen examination
topic are Closed text
60 marks
40% of total A level
Component 3 Critical essay Non-examined
Linked texts essay coursework
Literature post 1900 40 marks
Novel, drama and poetry to be covered 20% of total A level

Teaching & Learning Students will be expected to read and research the examination and coursework texts
independently so that lessons can focus on discussion and essay writing skills. They are regularly assessed and
encouraged to reflect upon the feedback they are given, in order to develop their skills as analytical writers. The
coursework allows students to select their own texts. When the opportunity arises, theatre and lecture visits are
arranged through the school.

Subject Combination Philosophy and Ethics, English Language, History, Sociology, Psychology.
University/Vocational destinations and careers English Literature is a highly regarded A level. Students who study
English Literature at A level often go on to study English Literature, English Language, History, Law, Philosophy and

Ethics, Sociology, Psychology, other Arts/Humanity related subjects at University.

Possible career choices linking to this subject include teaching, journalism, publishing / editing and work in the field of
Arts.




A Level Geography

Examining Board: EDUGAS

Entry Requirements: Minimum of a grade 6 in GCSE Geography with a Grade 5 in GCSE English Language or

Literature and GCSE Mathematics

Synopsis of content

The course encourages learners to apply geographical knowledge, theory and skills to the world around them. In turn,
this will enable learners to develop a critical understanding of the world's people, places and environments in the 21st

century. This specification draws on both physical and human geography, explores people-environment interactions
and encourages development of fieldwork at the local level.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

Component 1 - Changing
Landscapes and Changing Places

Component 2: Global Systems
and Global Governance

Component 3:
Contemporary Themes in
Geography

Component 4 — Independent
Investigation

Content Overview

Section A: Changing Landscapes

Choice between two themes, either Coastal or
Glaciated Landscapes: two compulsory structured
questions and data response.

Section B: Changing Places

Two compulsory structured questions and data
response.

Section A: Global Systems

Water and Carbon Cycles: two compulsory structured
questions and data response.

Section B: Global Governance: Change and
Challenges — migration and the Earth's oceans.

Two compulsory structured questions and data
response.

Section A: Tectonic Hazards
One compulsory extended response question.
Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography
Five optional themes:
Ecosystems
. Economic Growth and Challenge: India or
China
. Energy Challenges and Dilemmas
Weather and Climate
Development in an African Context
Two essay questions from these five optional themes.

4000 word written report based on primary and
secondary data collection.

Assessment Details

Written Examination
2 hours 15 minutes
30% of qualification

Written Examination
2 hours 15 minutes
30% of qualification

Written Examination
2 hours
20% of qualification

Non-examined
assessment
20% of qualification

Teaching & Learning Fieldwork is considered an essential part of the course and, in order to maximise fieldwork
experiences, all students are expected to participate in organised fieldwork activities and also carry out independent
fieldwork tasks for Unit 4. In Year 12 we will offer a compulsory residential fieldwork course in Dorset. The focus

of the specification is to develop an enthusiasm for and competence in geography by using contemporary real-
world contexts, from a range of specified spatial scales and through engagement with,and practical application of,
geographical skills and techniques in the field.

Subject Combination this subject combines well with most subjects as it is inter-disciplinary in nature and can be
studied as an Arts, Social Science or Science Degree

University/Vocational destinations and careers A Geography degree can create opportunities in a wide range of

careers including: environmental science, planning, social services, marketing, education and leisure and tourism.

A Level History

Examining Board: OCR

Entry Requirements: Minimum of grade 5 in History GCSE, with a 5 at English Language.

Synopsis of content

This qualification is designed to foster the development of critical and reflective thinking with an understanding of
historical topics and issues; and to encourage an awareness of the importance of historical awareness in explaining
contemporary issues. It offers a range of topics covering events from the Early Modern Period to the late 20th Century.
We look at British History as well as European and American History. There is also the opportunity to explore areas of

personal interest.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

Unit 1 -Y107
England 1547-1603: The Later Tudors

Unit2 -Y213
The French Revolution and the rule
of Napoleon 1774-1815

Unit3-Y319
Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1992

Unit4 -Y100
Topic based essay

Content Overview

Enquiry: The reigns of Edward VI

and Mary | — was there a Mid-Tudor
Crisis? Focusing specifically on
analysing primary sources 1547-1558
The reign of Elizabeth | 1558-1603

Causes and consequences of the
French Revolution, the end of the
monarchy in France, the rise and fall
of Emperor Napoleon

Changing rights of four different
groups of people in the USA:
African Americans
Workers/Trade Unions
Native Americans
Women
Depth studies on the Gilded Age,
the New Deal and Black Power

Independent study on a topic of
your choice (agreed by teacher and
exam board)

Study of primary sources and
historical interpretation

Assessment Details

1 hour 30 min examination (25%)
one primary source analysis
question (Mid-Tudors)
one essay question (Elizabeth |)

1 hour examination (15%)
one significance question
one essay question

2 hour and 30 min examination (40%)
one interpretation question
(depth studies)
two essay questions

3,000 to 4,000 word essay internally
assessed (20%)

Teaching & Learning 5 lessons a week in Year 12, split between 3 lessons on the Later Tudors and 2 lessons on the

French Revolution/Rule of Napoleon.

5 lessons a week in Year 13 on Civil Rights in the USA, with flexible time allocated for the independent study (which will
be completed mainly in students'own time).

Subject Combination

English: essay skills are able to be built on, high level of reading needed for this subject.
Law: case studies, using evidence and enquiry skills will cross over.
Philosophy and Ethics: religious change, changing rights of groups of people.

Other Humanities subjects.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Common degrees with this A-Level include: History, Law,
Economics, Palitics, International Relations, Journalism, Museum studies, Archaeology.

Common careers include: Teaching/lecturing, lawyer, journalist, politician, publishing, museum work, and the police.



ICT - Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate in IT

Examining Board: OCR

Entry Requirements: GCSE ICT would be advantageous but not essential.

Synopsis of content

There are 3 mandatory units which are examined externally, (The fundamentals of IT, Global information and Cyber
security) and 2 optional units (Systems analysis & design and The Internet of everything) that have been selected for the
students that are assessed internally by portfolio.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

Unit 1 Fundamentals of [T

Unit 2 Global information

Unit 3 Cyber security

Unit 11 Systems analysis and design

Unit 17 Internet of everything

Content Overview

Enquiry: The reigns of Edward VI and
Mary | — was there a Mid-Tudor Crisis?
Focusing specifically on analysing
primary sources 1547-1558

The reign of Elizabeth | 1558-1603

Causes and conseguences of the
French Revolution, the end of the
monarchy in France, the rise and fall
of Emperor Napoleon

Changing rights of four different
groups of people in the USA:
African Americans
Workers/Trade Unions
Native Americans
Women
Depth studies on the Gilded Age, the
New Deal and Black Power

Independent study on a topic of your
choice (agreed by teacher and exam
board)

Study of primary sources and
historical interpretation

This unit is about the use of the
Internet and how it is impacting
people and society. Using your
knowledge you'll carry out a
feasibility study for a potential
project idea.

Assessment Details

1 hour 30 min examination (25%)
one primary source analysis
question (Mid-Tudors)
one essay question (Elizabeth |)

1 hour examination (15%)
one significance question
one essay question

2 hour and 30 min examination
(40%)
one interpretation guestion
(depth studies)
two essay questions

3,000 to 4,000 word essay internally
assessed (20%)

Taught through a project based
approach.
16.6% of the qualification.

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning approaches will be used, including independent research
and study, small group work, IT based learning etc. Unit 11 and 17 are project based and students will work
independently on their tasks and feasibility studies.

Subject Combination OCR Technical IT is complimentary to many other subjects offered in the sixth form.

University/Vocational destinations and careers This Level 3 course attracts UCAS points, and as such, many
students go on to higher education studying a range of different IT courses or combining it with one of their other

subjects

A Level Law

Examining Board: OCR

Entry Requirements: Minimum grade 5 in English language or literature.

Synopsis of content

The study of A Level Law will enable students to:
develop their knowledge and understanding of the English legal system and areas of both private and public law
within the law of England and Wales.
develop an understanding of legal method and reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary
develop and apply the techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and offer answers to problems, based
on legal principles, legislation and case law
develop the ability to construct conclusions and communicate legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal

authorities

be able to demonstrate critical awareness of the influence and operation of the law in society.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination

The legal system and criminal law
(H415/071)
100 marks

Law making and the law of tort
(H415/02)
100 marks

Further law (H415/03)
100 marks

Content Overview

This section focuses on the civil and
criminal courts, the legal professions
and access to justice. It also includes
the study of offences against

the person and offences against

property.

This section focuses on law making
in England and Wales as well

as the European Union. It also
introduces the rules of tort, liability
in negligence, occupiers'liability and
remedies.

Students develop understanding of
how the law interacts with society,
technology, morality and justice.
They must also choose either the
option on human rights law or the
option on law of contract.

Assessment Details

Section A: the legal system

A choice of medium tariff questions
Section B: criminal law

Legal scenario and extended
response questions

Section A: law making

A choice of medium tariff questions
Section B: the law of tort

Legal scenario and extended
response questions

Section A: the nature of law

A choice of extended response
questions

Section B: human rights law or the
law of contract

Legal scenario and extended
response questions

Teaching & Learning The study of law involves a number of trips to both civil and criminal courts to observe cases
and it is important that students follow major legal issues and read the law reports produced in the quality press and
available via the internet. The course also involves a considerable amount of reading and demands an ability to write
essays in a clear logical style. The teaching develops skills and knowledge through active questioning and problem

solving.

Subject Combination The subject is complementary to Business Studies, Economics, English, History, Geography and

Modern Languages.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Possible career choices linking in this subject include: Barrister,
Solicitor, General Finance/Business, Banking, Government, Accountancy, International Organisation and Civil Service.



A Level Mathematics

Examining Board: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirements: Minimum of a grade 7 at GCSE Mathematics along with a good grade profile across all subjects.

Synopsis of content

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics consists of three externally-examined papers. All the

examinations listed below must be sat in the same examination year.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/
Examination

Paper 1:
Pure Mathematics 1
(code: 9MA0/01)

Paper 2:
Pure Mathematics 2
(code: SOMA0/02)

Paper 3:
Statistics and Mechanics
(code: 9MA0/03)

Content Overview

Proof

Algebra and functions

Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane
Sequences and series

Trigonometry

Exponentials and logarithms
Differentiation

Integration

Numerical methods

Vectors

All of the topics listed above

Section A: Statistics

Statistical sampling

Data presentation and interpretation
Probability

Statistical distributions

Statistical hypothesis testing
Section B: Mechanics

Quantities and units in mechanics
Kinematics

Forces and Newton’s laws
Moments

Assessment Details

Written Examination
2 hours
33.3% of the qualification

Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain
guestions on any topics from the
Pure Mathematics content.

Calculators can be used in the
assessment.

Written Examination
2 hours 33.3% of the qualification

Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain
guestions on any topics from the
Pure Mathematics content.

Calculators can be used in the
assessment.

Written Examination
2 hours 33.3% of the qualification

Paper 3 will contain questions on
topics from the Statistics content
in Section A and Mechanics
content in Section B. Students
must answer all questions.

Calculators can be used in the
assessment.

A Level Further Mathematics

Examining Board: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirements: Minimum of a grade 8 at GCSE Mathematics along with a very good grade profile across all

subjects.

Synopsis of content

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics consists of externally-examined papers. All the
examinations listed below must be sat in the same examination year.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/
Examination

Core Pure Mathematics 1
(Paper code: 9FMO0/01)

Core Pure Mathematics 2
(Paper code: 9FM0/02)

Paper 3: Further
Mathematics Option 1
(Paper codes: 9FMO0/3A-
3D)

Paper 4: Further
Mathematics Option 2
(Paper codes: 9FMO/4A-
4QG)

Content Overview

Proof

Complex numbers

Matrices

Further algebra and functions
Further calculus

Further vectors

Polar coordinates

Hyperbolic functions
Differential equations

All of the topics listed above

Students take one of the following four
options:

A: Further Pure Mathematics 1

B: Further Statistics 1

C: Further Mechanics 1

D: Decision Mathematics 1

Students take one of the following
seven options:

A: Further Pure Mathematics 2

B: Further Statistics 1

C: Further Mechanics 1

D: Decision Mathematics 1

E: Further Statistics 2

F: Further Mechanics 2

G: Decision Mathematics 2

Assessment Details

Paper 1: Each paperis 1 hour and 30 minutes
Written examination 25% of the qualification.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on
any topics from the Pure Mathematics content
Students must answer all questions.
Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Paper 2: Each paperis 1 hour and 30 minutes
Written examination 25% of the qualification.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on
any topics from the Pure Mathematics content
Students must answer all questions
Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Option 1: Each paperis 1 hourand 30
minutes

Written examination 25% of the qualification.
Students must answer all questions.
Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Option 2: Each paperis 1 hour and 30 minutes
Written examination 25% of the qualification.
Students must answer all questions.

Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Teaching & Learning Students will be exposed to a variety of approaches to teaching and learning including learning
formula from first principles alongside mathematical proofs. There will be some opportunity of group study although
the majority of the course requires a great deal of independent study.

Students will need to use the Casio CLASSWIZ calculator to assist them in their work with equations and inequalities in
addition to their statistical and probability work.

Students will be asked to take part in the wider mathematics curriculum including competing in various UKMT math
challenges.

Subject Combination The study of mathematics is usually combined with the study of the sciences. Mathematics
complements the study of any other A Level.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Studying mathematics at A Level can support any application to
University, along with any apprenticeship.

Teaching & Learning Students will be exposed to a variety of approaches to teaching and learning including learning
formula from first principles alongside mathematical proofs. There will be some opportunity of group study although
the majority of the course requires a great deal of independent study.

Students will need to use the Casio CLASSWIZ calculator to assist them in their work with equations and inequalities
in addition to their statistical and probability work. Students will be asked to take part in the wider mathematics
curriculum including competing in various UKMT math challenges.

Subject Combination The study of mathematics is usually combined with the study of the sciences.
Studying Further Mathematics complements the study of any other A Level subject.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Studying further mathematics at AS and A Level can support any
application to University, along with any apprenticeship.






AS Level Mathematics

Examining Board: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirements: Minimum of a grade 5/6 at GCSE Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in AS Mathematics consists of two externally-examined papers. All the
examinations listed below must be sat in the same examination year.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/
Examination

Paper 1:
Pure Mathematics
(Paper code: 8MA0/01)

Paper 2
Statistics and Mechanics
(Paper code: 8MA0/02)

Teaching & Learning Students will be exposed to a variety of approaches to teaching and learning including learning

Content Overview

Proof

Algebra and functions
Coordinate geometry in the (x, y)
plane

Sequences and series
Trigonometry

Exponentials and logarithms
Differentiation

Integration

Vectors

Section A: Statistics

Statistical sampling

Data presentation and interpretation
Probability

Statistical distributions

Statistical hypothesis testing

Section B: Mechanics

Quantities and units in mechanics
Kinematics

Forces and Newton’s laws

Assessment Details

Written examination: 2 hours
62.5% of the qualification.
Students must answer all questions.

Calculators can be used in the assessment

Written examination: 1 hour
37.5% of the qualification.

Section A - Statistics and Section
Section B — Mechanics.

Students must answer all questions.

Calculators can be used in the assessment.

formula from first principles alongside mathematical proofs. There will be some opportunity of group study although
the majority of the course requires a great deal of independent study.

Students will need to use the Casio CLASSWIZ calculator to assist them in their work with equations and inequalities in

addition to their statistical and probability work.

Students will be asked to take part in the wider mathematics curriculum including competing in various UKMT math

challenges.

Subject Combination The study of mathematics is usually combined with the study of the sciences.
Studying AS Mathematics complements the study of any other A Level subject.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Studying mathematics at AS Level can support any application to

University, along with any apprenticeship.

Modern Foreign Languages - A Level French & A Level German

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: At least Grade 6 in GCSE French or GCSE German along with a Grade 5 in both GCSE
Mathematics and English Language or Literature.

Synopsis of content

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE, focusing on language,
culture and society. Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the culture and
society of countries where French/German are spoken, and their language skills. They will do this by using authentic
spoken and written sources in the target language. Students will study technological and social change, looking at
diversity and the benefits it brings. For example, students studying French will consider French-speaking artistic culture,
including francophone music and cinema, and learn about political engagement and who wields political power in the
French-speaking world.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Paper 1: Listening, reading and
translation both ways

Social issues, trends and political and  Written exam (40% of marks)
artistic culture. 2 hours 30 minutes
Students have individual control of
CD

Paper 2: Essay Students must study either one text ~ Written exam (30% of marks)
and one film or two texts from a list 2 hours

provided by the exam board.

Paper 3: Oral Conversation on one topic
based stimulus card, a 2 minute 21-23 minutes
presentation on a research based Conducted by class teacher in May of

topic with follow up discussion. Year 13

Speaking exam (30% of marks)

Teaching & Learning Students will be encouraged to enhance their linguistic skills and promote and develop their
capacity for critical thinking on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of the language culture and society
of the country or countries where the language is spoken. They will be taught to develop language learning skills and
strategies, including communication strategies, in order to sustain communication and build fluency and confidence.
At the same time they will equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity and
linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment.

Subject Combination Modern Foreign Languages combine well with any subject offered in the Sixth Form.
University/Vocational destinations and careers The A Level course is suitable for students who wish to progress

to employment or further study, including a modern languages degree. Popular career choices include translating,
international business and teaching.



A Level Music

Examining Board: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirements: A minimum of a grade B in GCSE Music preferably with a Grade 5 in both GCSE Maths and

English Language or Literature but individual exceptional musical talent could possibly come into consideration.

Grade 5 and above or equivalent Associated Board grade instrumental/voice examinations or indeed a high level of

performance skills and aptitude in this area.

Synopsis of content

The A Level in Music supports students in forming personal and meaningful relationships with music through the
development of musical knowledge, understanding and skills including the 3 key and related areas of Performing,
Composition and Appraising.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/
Examination

Component 1:
Performing 30%

Solo performing 15%
Ensemble performing 15%
Approaches to performing

Component 2:
Composing 30%

Total of 2 compositions,
one to a set brief set by
Pearson and one either free
composition or also to a
brief.

Component 3:
Appraising 40%

One written paper of 2
hours

Section A: Areas of Study
and Dictation

Section B: Extended
response

Content Overview

A performance of one or more pieces
performed as a recital for a minimum
of 8 minutes.

One composition must be from either
a list of briefs related to the areas of
study, or a free composition (4 mins
duration)

Knowledge and understanding of
musical elements, contexts and
language.

Application of knowledge through the
context of six areas of study, each with
3 set works.

Areas of Study;

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music,
Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz,
Fusions and New Directions

Assessment Details

Non-examined assessment: externally
assessed.

Non-examined assessment: externally
assessed.

Written examination: 2 hours

Section A:
3 questions related to the set works
(audio and skeleton score provided)
1 short melody/rhythm completion
exercise

Section B:
2 essay questions

Teaching & Learning Students perform to each other and carry out sample marking and assessment. This can

involve recording techniques, ensemble work and analysis of the music played. Composition tasks and briefs are set
and students develop independent strategies to complete these using traditional methods or ICT (sequencing using
Logic on Macs, producing scores on Sibelius or writing commentaries of their work. They also listen to a wide range of
music and research the set works using essays to place them in historical and social context.

Subject Combination Any.

University/Vocational destinations and careers All major universities and conservatoires provide courses

in music, music production, music technology, theatre and stage production including BMus, various BA(Hons)
including Performance Sound and a variety of combined courses with outstanding links to the industry (performance,
management, publishing, sound design, sound operators and production engineers).

A Level Photography

Examining Board: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirements: It would be preferable for students to have studied and achieved at least a Grade 5 GCSE in Art
and Design however this is not essential. In additional, it would also be preferable for them to have Grade 5 in GCSE
English Language or Literature.

Synopsis of content

The course consists of a personal Investigation which is worth 60% of the final grade. This incorporates a portfolio of
development work and outcomes based on themes and ideas developed from personal starting points. Students

are also expected to produce a personal study which is evidenced through critical written communication showing
contextual research and understanding in a minimum 1000 words of continuous prose, which may contain integrated
images.

The final component is the Externally Set Assignment (ESA) which is worth 40% of the final grade. This allows students
opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written
observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s)
in response to an externally set theme.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/ Content Overview Assessment Details

Examination

Personal Investigation. Three major elements: supporting 60% of total grade.
studies, practical work and a personal Internally assessed, externally moderated.

study.

Externally Set Assignment Supporting studies leading to a 15

hour timed practical examination.

40% of total grade.
Internally assessed, externally moderated.

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed throughout the course. Key
functions of a digital SLR will be taught throughout the course. Students should expect to work independently as well
as part of a group, take part in group critiques, visit galleries and research photographers’styles and techniques using
the internet.

Subject Combination Photography combines well with any other subject offered within the Sixth Form. However,
because of the nature of the subject, it does combine particularly well with Art and Design, English Literature,
Psychology, Design and Technology and Computing.

University/Vocational destinations and careers The photography industry is most easily accessed through a
relevant degree. There are plenty of prestigious universities who offer degree courses in the Arts and these are generally
accessed through an interview where a portfolio of the practical work completed at A Level, must be presented.
Candidates may often find that they are offered unconditional places if successful at interview.

Potential careers include portrait photographer, commercial photographer, scientific photographer, photojournalist/
news photographer and freelance photographer.



A Level Physics

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or a Grade 7 in GCSE Additional Science, and at least a Grade
6 in GCSE Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in AS Mathematics consists of two externally-examined papers. All the The
A Level Physics course develops the skills that enable students to adopt a flexible approach to problems, think logically
and critically and to use mathematics efficiently and confidently. These analytical and mathematical skills have many
applications both academically and in the workplace.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/ Content Overview Assessment Details
Examination
Paper 1 Measurement & error Written examination.
Particles & radiation 85 marks.
Waves Combination of short and long answer
Mechanics & materials questions along with multiple choice.
Electricity 34% of the A Level.
Further mechanics & thermal physics
Fields and consequences
Nuclear physics
Paper 2 Practical skills and analysis plus one Written examination
optional topic from the list below: 85 marks.
Combination of short and long answer
Astrophysics questions.
Medical physics 34% of the A Level.

Engineering physics
Turning points in physics
Electronics

Teaching & Learning Practical work is an important aspect of the course. The purpose of this is to reinforce and

test theoretical principles as well as ensuring students are adequately prepared for conducting experimental work
when they leave St John Payne. This component of the course is assessed in the written examinations. Additionally,
subject teachers have to verify that students have completed a portfolio of practical work during the course and award
students ‘pass’or fail’

Subject Combination Although Mathematics at A Level is not required for the study of A Level Physics, students tend
to find that the two subjects go well together and some of the course content is common to both subjects. Physics is
also a popular choice with the other Sciences along with Geography and Design and Technology.

University/Vocational destinations and careers |In the past students who have studied this A Level have gone on
to study Physics, Astrophysics, Medicine, Natural Sciences, IT, Meteorology and Engineering.

A Level Physical Education

Examining Board: AQA

Entry Requirements: The A Level PE course is run over two years. If you opt to choose this course then it is essential
that you are playing sport outside of school. This means participating at club level and competing at regular intervals
(video evidence will be required). It is also essential that pupils gain a minimum of a grade 5 in both GCSE PE theory
and science.

Synopsis of content

1. Applied anatomy and physiology

2. Skill Acquisition

3. Sport and society

4. Exercise physiology

5. Biomechanical movement

6. Sport psychology

7. Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport

Content Overview The course is delivered over five periods a week and has both theoretical and practical
components. These are examined at the end of the course in two separate exams both worth 35% of the overall A
Level. The other element of the course requires students to undertake a practical performance in physical activity and
sport, plus a written analysis looking at strengths and weaknesses of performance. This is moderated both internally
and externally and is worth 30% of the overall A Level.

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Paper 1: Factors affecting Section A: Applied anatomy and 2 hours
participation in physical activity and  physiology Each section worth 35 marks.
sport. Section B: Skill acquisition Multiple choices, short answer and
Section C: Sport and society extended writing.
Written exam: 2 hours
105 marks
35% of A-Level

Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal Section A: Exercise physiology and 2 hours

performance in physical activity and  biomechanics Each section work 35 marks.

sport Section B: Sport psychology Multiple choices, short answer and
Section C: Sport and society and extended writing.

Written exam: 2 hours
105 marks
35% of A-Level

technology in sport

Non-exam assessment: Practical Students assessed as a performer or  Internal assessment. External
performance in physical activity and  coach in the full sided version of one moderation
sport activity. Plus: written/verbal analysis 90 marks

of performance. 30% of A-level

Teaching & Learning A variety of the teaching methods will be used when studying this course. There will be the use
of IT, group work and independent work.

Subject Combination Biology, Maths, English, History, Psychology, Sociology.

University/Vocational destinations and careers University courses include Sports Science Degree, Physical
Education Teaching Degree, Sports Coaching Degree, Sports Management Degree.

Careers include Sports Coach, Sports Journalism, Sports Nutritionist, Sports Psychologist, Sports Sociology, Personal
Trainer, Biomechanics.



A Level Psychology

Examining Board: AQA

Entry Requirements: At least a grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics and at least a Grade 6 in English Language or Literature.
If places are still available on the course and a student is below the required grade in Mathematics, they may still be
offered a conditional place on the course that requires the student to sit a Maths Test.

Synopsis of content

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and human behaviour. Psychologists observe and conduct experiments
to find out more about the way people act and interact. They try to understand what motivates, challenges or changes
us and use this understanding to help us tackle personal and social problems.

Content Overview

Component 1: Content Overview Assessment Details
Performing 30%
Paper 1: Introductory Social influence Written Examination
Topics in Psychology Memory 2 hours
Attachment 33.3% of the qualification
Psychopathology
Paper 2: Psychology in Approaches Written Examination
Context Biopsychology 2 hours
Research Methods 33.3% of the qualification
Paper 3: Issues and Options  Issues and Debates Written Examination
in Psychology Relationships 2 hours
Schizophrenia 33.3% of the qualification
Aggression

Teaching & Learning There will be a variety of approaches to teaching and learning including group work,
independent study, use of IT, decision making, and investigative/practical/fieldwork. Students will also have the
opportunity to conduct their own psychological research while studying this A Level.

Subject Combination There are a number of subjects that work well alongside Psychology. Sociology, English and
the Humanities help with essay writing and it is also beneficial to study Mathematics as 25% of the new A Level involves
mathematical skills.

University/Vocational destinations and careers \While studying Psychology, students will master a range of
different skills that will be beneficial for their academic development and will lead to a strong application onto any
undergraduate level degree course. It can also open up a number of doors with regards to your career and future
employment. People with skills in Psychology are sought after in business, management, teaching, research, social work
and careers in medicine and healthcare.




Religious Studies - A Level Philosophy & Ethics

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Religious Studies and at least a Grade 5 in English Language or

Literature.

Synopsis of content

A Level Religious Studies is split into 3 areas or themes: Theme 1 - Philosophy of Religion, Theme 2 - Religion and Ethics
and Theme 3 - The Systematic Study of one Religion; Christianity.
The course is designed to ensure students have a thorough understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical

viewpoints.
Content Overview

Component/Unit/
Examination

Component 1
- Philosophy of
Religion and Ethics

Component 2 -
Study of Religion
and Dialogues

Content Overview

Section A: Philosophy of religion

Arguments for the existence of God, Evil and suffering,
Religious experience, Religious language, Miracles, Self
and life after death.

Section B: Ethics and religion

Ethical theories, Issues of human life and death
Issues of animal life and death, Introduction to meta
ethics, Free will and moral responsibility, Conscience,
Bentham and Kant

Section A: Study of religion - Christianity

Sources of wisdom and authority, God/gods/ultimate
reality

Self, death and the afterlife, Good conduct and key moral
principles, Expression of religious identity

Religion, gender and sexuality, Religion and science,
Religion and secularisation, Religion and religious
pluralism.

Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion
and religion.

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on
philosophy of religion in relation to the issues studied.

Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and
religion.

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on
ethical studies in relation to the issues studied

Assessment Details

Written exam

3 hours

100 marks

50% of the A Level

Sections A and B: Compulsory
two-part questions, each worth
10 marks and 15 marks.

In both sections, questions may
span more than one topic.

Written exam

3 hours

100 marks

50% of A-level

Section A: Compulsory two-part
questions, each worth 10 marks
and 15 marks relating to the
religion chosen.

Questions may be set that span
more than one topic.

Section B: One unstructured
synoptic question from a choice
of two (25 marks).

Section C: One unstructured
synoptic question from a choice
of two (25 marks)

Teaching & Learning Students can expect a variety of teaching methods such as group work, research and
independent study, use of IT, presentations, debate and investigation.

Subject Combination This subject combines well with English Literature, Law, Sociology, Geography, History and

Psychology.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Religious Studies students find that the range of degree courses
and professions open to them are many and varied: management, stockbroking, the media, journalism, nursing,

retailing, social work, law, education, medicine, environmental studies, politics and the media. Students gain critical and

evaluative skills sought by higher education and employers.

A Level Sociology

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE English Language or Literature. It is also desirable for the students to
have achieved a similar grade in other essay-based subjects such as Geography or History.

Synopsis of content

Sociology is the study of how society is organised and how we experience life. The course consists of studying human
behaviours and the interaction between human groups and institutions. Sociologists take an in depth look at social
inequalities (including race, gender, and class); the environment; cultural traditions; family relations; health care;
globalization; politics and social movements; and crime and justice.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/Examination Content Overview Assessment Details

Education Written Examination
Methods in Context 2 hours
Theory and Methods 33.3% of the gualification

Paper 1: Education with Theory and
Methods

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology Family and Households Written Examination
Beliefs in Society 2 hours

33.3% of the qualification

Crime and Deviance Written Examination
Theory and Methods 2 hours
33.3% of the qualification

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with
Theory and Methods

Teaching & Learning There will be a variety of approaches to teaching and learning including group work,
independent study, use of IT, decision making, and investigative/practical/fieldwork. Students will also have the
opportunity to conduct their own research while studying this A Level.

Subject Combination There are a number of subjects that work well alongside Sociology. Psychology, English and
the Humanities help with essay writing in this subject.

University/Vocational destinations and careers People who study Sociology go on into a wide variety of jobs. The
new course now includes exercises in team work, so you will learn to work in collaboration with others, but also how to
work effectively without close supervision. Sociology gifts each student with an array of transferable skills that can be
used in the workplace, for example being analytical, conducting research, conducting interviews, using statistics and
presentation skills. Popular career destinations include civil service, charity work, HR, public relations communications
and teaching.



Level 3 Certificate & Extended Certificate in Applied Science

Examining Board: AQA
Entry Requirements: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Additional Science or 2 Grade 5s in Biology, Chemistry or Physics,
along with a Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics.

Synopsis of content

This one year course, which usually leads to the Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science in Year 13, provides
students with a broad understanding of vocationally-related sciences. Studying this qualification will enable students
to develop their knowledge and understanding of scientific principles, as well as the scientific practical skills recognised
by higher education institutions and employers as being most important.

Content Overview

Component/Unit/ Content Overview Assessment Details

Examination
Unit 1 Key Concepts in Science Written Exam.
This unit includes key concepts in Biology, Chemistry and  33.3% of the qualification.
Physics.
Unit 2 Applied Experimental Techniques Portfolio Work.
33.3% of the qualification.
Unit 3 Science in the Modern World Written exam with pre-released

material.
33.3% of the qualification.

Teaching & Learning A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed throughout the course. Alongside
the theoretical work the students will covers in the classroom, students will carry out practical work throughout the
course to develop their laboratory skills. Students will have the opportunity to work independently or in groups and
there are a variety of optional unit available in Year 13 as part of the Extended Certificate qualification.

Subject Combination This qualification combines well with a number of A Level courses. It is commonly studied
alongside Geography, Design and Technology and PE. Please note that students will not be permitted to study Applied
Science along with Biology, Chemistry or Physics.

University/Vocational destinations and careers Applied Science is a good choice for students considering
higher education in any Science-based course, including: biochemical sciences, chemistry, food technology, human
physiology, paramedic science, sports science, materials science, and medical physics.

Career opportunities for students who study Applied Science include: the chemical industries, healthcare, medical and
laboratory-based science, sports and leisure sectors and food and catering industries.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

At St John Payne we offer the AQA Extended Project Qualification in Year 13 which allows students to:
Develop essential skills for higher education and the workplace, in a subject area of their own choice.
Develop greater ownership over their studies than ever before. They have free choice of project topic so can
choose to explore an aspect of a subject they are studying, or another subject, or choose a topic in which you have
a personal interest.

This level of choice and flexibility means students are engaged and motivated, and gain valuable research and project
management skills along the way.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

The general Religious Studies programme aims to treat each student as an individual with different unique experiences.
The course content varies each year to incorporate current moral issues, with other areas including attitudes to

faith, worship, the liturgical year, Cafod initiatives, sex and relationships, coping with stress, drug related issues and
opportunities to share in the experiences of Holocaust survivors.

The programme aims to encourage a deeper knowledge of Catholic and Christian traditions, through a flexible and
adaptable programme. It encourages young adults to look into faith, morality and religion from their own perspective.

The course challenges students to study and evaluate the attitudes and opinions of others and aims to provide each
student with the skills necessary to articulate how they feel about faith and moral issues in an ever-changing world.

We engage in a variety of learning strategies including creative practical activities such as making icons for prayer, junk
modelling, preparing and presenting assemblies, small group discussions retreats etc. A number of outside speakers
give personal witness accounts relating to issues such as addiction, vocation, and the Holocaust experience. Year 12
students are invited to volunteer for leadership experience in assisting with Year 7 retreats, and both year groups have
the opportunity to help with the disabled in a pilgrimage to Lourdes each year at Easter.

Overall the course offers opportunities to learn from and to share in personal experiences, gaining a broader insight
into human nature, thus enhancing personal development.
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